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Critical Texts, Critically Read

I. Before the Departure From Sinai
A. Second Chances?
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HASHEM spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of Sinai, on the first new moon of the
second year after the exodus from the land of Egypt, saying: Let the Israelite

people offer the passover sacrifice at its set time: You shall offer it on the
fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, at its set time; you shall offer it in
accordance with all its rules and rites...

But there were some who were impure by contact with the dead and could not
offer the passover sacrifice on that day. Appearing as we are by reason of a
corpse, why must we be diminished, barred from presenting HASHEM'’s offering at
its set time with the rest of the Israelites?” Moshe said to them, “Stand by, and let
me hear what instructions HASHEM gives about you.”

Regarding anyone—whether you or your posterity—who is defiled by contact

with the dead or is on a long journey and would offer a passover sacrifice to
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HASHEM: They shall offer it in the second month, on the fourteenth day of the
month, at twilight. They shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, and
they shall not leave any of it over until morning. They shall not break a bone of it.
They shall They shall offer it according to all the laws of the Pesach Offering. But if
anyone who is pure and not on a journey refrains from offering the passover
sacrifice, that person shall be cut off from kin, for HASHEM'’s offering was not
presented at its set time; that party shall bear the guilt.

B. Guided Travel
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On the day that the Tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the Tabernacle, the
Tent of the Pact; and in the evening it rested over the Tabernacle in the likeness of
fire until morning. It was always so: the cloud covered it, appearing as fire by
night. And whenever the cloud lifted from the Tent, the Israelites would set out
accordingly; and at the spot where the cloud settled, there the Israelites would
make camp. At HASHEM'’s command the Israelites broke camp, and at HASHEM'’s
command they made camp they remained encamped as long as the cloud stayed
over the Tabernacle. When the cloud lingered over the Tabernacle many days, the
Israelites observed HASHEM’s mandate and did not journey on. At such times as
the cloud rested over the Tabernacle for but a few days, they remained encamped
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at HASHEM’s command, and at HASHEM’s command they broke camp. And at
such times as the cloud stayed from evening until morning, they broke camp as

soon as the cloud lifted in the morning. Day or night, whenever the cloud lifted,
they would break camp. Whether it was two days or a month or a year—however
long the cloud lingered over the Tabernacle—the Israelites remained encamped
and did not set out; only when it lifted did they break camp. At HASHEM’S
command they broke camp; they observed HASHEM’s mandate—at HASHEM'’s
bidding through Moshe.

C Blow Your Horn
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And HASHEM spoke to Moshe, saying:
Have two silver trumpets made; make them of hammered work. They shall serve

you to summon the community and to set the divisions in motion.

When both are blown in long blasts, the whole community shall assemble before

you at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting: and if only one is blown, the

chieftains, heads of Israel’s contingents, shall assemble before you. But when you

sound short blasts, the divisions encamped on the east shall move forward; and

when you sound short blasts a second time, those encamped on the south shall

move forward. Thus short blasts shall be blown for setting them in motion, while

to convoke the congregation you shall blow long blasts, not short ones. The
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trumpets shall be blown by Aaron’s sons, the priests; they shall be for you an
institution for all time throughout the ages. When you are at war in your land

against an aggressor who attacks you, you shall sound short blasts on the

trumpets, that you may be remembered before the ETERNAL your Hashem and be

delivered from your enemies. And on your joyous occasions—your fixed festivals

and new moon days—you shall sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and

your sacrifices of well-being. They shall be a reminder of you before your Hashem:
|, the ETERNAL, am your Hashem.

Il. After the Departure From Sinai

A. A Step Too Far?
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The riffraff in their midst felt a gluttonous craving; and then the Israelites wept

and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish that we used to eat

free in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic.

Now our gullets are shriveled. There is nothing at all! Nothing but this manna to

look to!” Now the manna was like coriander seed, and in color it was like
bdellium. The people would go about and gather it, grind it between millstones or
pound it in @ mortar, boil it in a pot, and make it into cakes. It tasted like rich
cream. When the dew fell on the camp at night, the manna would fall upon it.
Moshe heard the people weeping, every clan apart, at the entrance of each tent.
HASHEM was very angry, and Moshe was distressed. And Moshe said to HASHEM,
“Why have You dealt ill with Your servant, and why have | not enjoyed Your favor,

that You have laid the burden of all this people upon me? Did | produce all this

people, did | engender them, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in your

bosom as a caregiver carries an infant,” to the land that You have promised on

oath to their fathers? Where am | to get meat to give to all this people, when they

whine before me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ | cannot carry all this people by
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myself, for it is too much for me. If You would deal thus with me, kill me rather, |

beg You, and let me see no more of my wretchedness!”

Then HASHEM said to Moshe, “Gather for Me seventy of Israel’s elders of whom

you have experience as elders and officers of the people, and bring them to the

Tent of Meeting and let them take their place there with you. | will come down

and speak with you there, and | will draw upon the spirit that is on you and put it

upon them: they shall share the burden of the people with you, and you shall not

bear it alone. And say to the people: Purify yourselves for tomorrow and you shall

eat meat, for you have kept whining before HASHEM and saying, ‘If only we had

meat to eat! Indeed, we were better off in Egypt!” HASHEM will give you meat and

you shall eat. You shall eat not one day, not two, not even five days or ten or

twenty, but a whole month, until it comes out of your nostrils and becomes

loathsome to you. For you have rejected HASHEM who is among you, by whining

before [Hashem] and saying, ‘Oh, why did we ever leave Egypt!’”

But Moshe said, “The people who are with me number six hundred thousand
foot soldiers [alone]; yet You say, ‘| will give them enough meat to eat for a whole
month.” Could enough flocks and herds be slaughtered to suffice them? Or could
all the fish of the sea be gathered for them to suffice them?” All right

And HASHEM answered Moshe, “Is there a limit to HASHEM’s power? You shall
soon see whether what | have said happens to you or not...

A wind from HASHEM started up, swept quail from the sea and strewed them over

the camp, about a day’s journey on this side and about a day’s journey on that

side, all around the camp, and some two cubits deep on the ground. The people

set to gathering quail all that day and night and all the next day—even the one

who gathered least had ten homer s—and they spread them out all around the

camp. The meat was still between their teeth, not yet chewed, when HASHEM'’s

anger blazed forth against the people and HASHEM struck the people with a very

severe plague. That place was named Kibroth-hattaavah, because the people who

had the craving were buried there.
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